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Men’s Soccer Gives “Big” to Local Community
by Jim Clark
Assistant Sports Information Director

C

edarville University men’s soccer coach Ben Belleman has
always tried to make it a priority for his team to be involved
in various efforts of service in the community of Cedarville
and other nearby towns.
The 2008 season is no exception and Coach Belleman recently shared some of the exciting opportunities that God has brought
to the Yellow Jackets.
“One of our most enjoyable ministries is with the Cedarville
Soccer Dribblers organization,” explained Belleman. “The program is geared to 4 and 5 year-old kids and our players spend
time as coaches and encouragers. Typically there are six teams
and two Yellow Jacket players will be assigned to each. It runs the
entire month of August.”
“We have also worked with the Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Xenia, Ohio in their Vacation Bible School at the end of summer,”
added Belleman. “Our guys helped out for three days and the CU
women’s soccer team came over for two days.”
Belleman went on to share about one of the fastest-growing
ministries for CU soccer. “We have been running a soccer program in Springfield for a Home School organization there. It takes
place on Saturdays and is basically run by our JV players,” he
explained. “The group started out with about 40-50 kids coming
out. This fall there are over 130 participating! The CU players
teach soccer skills, lead a Bible study and then organize soccer
games for the kids. This program runs from the end of August
through October.”
Finally, coach Belleman was saving the best for last. He outlined a new idea that was tried this year to help reach people in
the Cedarville community. “I saw the idea on a television program
and thought it could be a unique opportunity for the team,” noted
Belleman. “The premise was to make a competition within the
team to see who could make the most impact in the lives of people using the same amount of resources. I divided the CU players into three teams and gave them each $500 to work with. We
were given names of people in Cedarville who could use some
help. The guys did a fantastic job of meeting with these folks, listening to their needs and then creatively using their resources to
make a plan to meet the needs. It was a great opportunity to
serve others and to give our guys a chance to show the love of
Christ in a practical way. I was proud of my team!”

Members of the CU men’s soccer team help a local Cedarville family
with much-needed painting and other repairs as part of their “Big Give”
project. (Photos courtesy Joseph Mueller)
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CU Athletes are Awesome Gifts from God
by Dr. Don Callan

I

n my present position as "Special Assistant in Sport Ministry", I have a lot
of contact with our coaches and athletes as they become interested and
then involved in ministries in "Sports Evangelism". Our coaches seem to
have a goal to use athletics to encourage our young people to develop their lives so that they will be functional and active workers for the
cause of Christ.
Having been active in the recruitment of athletes for over 48 years,
I think I know the type of athletes our coaches are looking for and
whose lives they want to build into. They are, of course, looking for the
outstanding athlete but they are also looking for those young people
who have a desire to be used in the realm of sharing their faith with
others. Our Missions Involvement Services (MIS) outreach opportunities are numerous at Cedarville. We have former athletes all over the
world sharing their faith through whatever vehicle God has given Cedarville volleyball
them. Much of what they think and do was generated here at the ’Ville player Justine
as a result of their coaches and fellow athletes. Cedarville University Christiaanse in the
does prepare its students for the service of reaching others. Each and Dominican Republic.
every graduate has a minor in Bible. This
gives them the tools for building a life of
service to the Lord.
I have had coaches from other schools
chide me that if you can't recruit at
Cedarville, then you can't recruit. They
see our program as a very desirable situation with the reputation of coaches and
athletes who have a vision of performance
and dedication that goes beyond most The CU men’s soccer team meets for prayer with
institutions. We do get the best, even Denison University following their 2008 seasonthough both Christian and secular institu- opening match in Granville, Ohio.
tions are seeking the very athletes we are recruiting. Our athletes are valuable. They are
top students with a perception of service and ministry that makes them desirable for any
team anywhere.
We at Cedarville are blessed with administrators, coaches and athletes who represent
Christ in a practical and dynamic way. The emphasis and funds put into this effort are being
proven profitable for the Kingdom work of the future.

Dr. Don Callan is the former Dean of the School of Health and Human Performance at Cedarville University. He also previously coached the Yellow Jacket men’s basketball team for 35 years and is a member of the NAIA Hall of Fame.
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Cedarville University
Athletic Partners
(as of 10/1/08)
• AG Edwards & Sons, Inc.
• American Family Insurance
• Applied Mechanical Systems, Inc.
• Aqua Falls Bottled Water
• Beavercreek Rental
• Bello’s Italian Restaurant
• Big Orange Shoe Shop (BOSS)
• Boathouse Sports
• CDR Radio Network
• Cedarville Hardware
• Cedarville Pharmacy
• Cedarville Self-Storage
• Cedarville University Alumni Association
• The Cerium Group
• Clifton Mill
• Colonial Pizza
• Combs Interior Specialties
• ConServe Concrete Construction Services
• Courtyard by Marriott
• Crellin Plumbing
• Crown Charter
• Dale’s Truck Parts
• Danis Building Construction Company
• Dayton Dragons
• Deer Creek Apartments
• Der Dutchman Amish Country Cooking
• Docton Animal Clinic
• Dove’s Nest Gifts & Home Accessories
• Dr. Jerry Frasure, Dentist
• Express Employment Professionals
• Financial Counseling, Inc.
• FKCI - Promotions and Awards
• Foreman - Blair
Pontiac, Buick, GMC, Cadillac
• Frame Haven Art Gallery, Inc.
• Gourmet Gift Baskets
• Grace Baptist Church - Cedarville
• Greene County Convention and Visitors Bureau
• Greene County Eye Care, Inc.
• Greene Memorial Hospital
• Hampton Inn
• Hearthstone Inn
• Hidy Ford
• Hidy Honda
• Hightech Automotive
• Holiday Inn - Springfield South
• Holiday Inn - Xenia
• JDM Custom Impressions
• J.O. Harner Supply Co.
• Lady Leffel Realty
• Legacy Village
• Locust Hills Golf Club
• Lofino’s
• Matt Franz Photography
• M-F Athletic Company
• Miller Printing
• Mom & Dad’s Dairy Bar
• Neeld Funeral Home
• Northwest Baptist Seminary
• Ohio Army National Guard
• Ohio Property Inspection Services
• Orthopaedic Institute of Dayton
• Pasthyme Treasures
• Peifer Orchards
• Pepsi
• Phillips Construction Materials & Services
• Red Roof Inn - Springfield
• Reddy Electric Company
• Remax/Spirit - Dave Johnson
• Rollins Moving and Storage
• ScreenPlay Printing
• Sheridan & Associates
• Son Rise Window Cleaning
• Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
• Southwest Landmark
• Springfield Convention and
Visitors Bureau
• Springfield Ford
• Springfield Racquet Club
• Subway Restaurant, Cedarville
• The Flower Stop
• Thomas Graphics
• Trent Licklider, CPA
• TRIEC Electrical Services
• Trophy Sports Center
• Wallace & Turner, Inc.
• Wickline’s Garden Center
• Winner’s Village Market
• Xenia Shoe & Leather
• Young’s Jersey Dairy - Restaurant/Family Fun Center

CU Men’s Basketball
Involved in Outreach

2008-09 Yellow Jacket
Basketball Schedules

The Cedarville University men’s basketball team has visited the
Ohio River Valley Juvenile Correctional Facility each of the last
four years as part of their annual team fall retreat. The team visits the facility on Saturday morning for a basketball clinic. There
are eight outdoor basketball courts that are used. Each of the
Yellow Jacket players takes a small group of inmates and helps
them with their basketball skills. After the session, everyone
comes inside to the main gym and the Gospel is shared with
about 100 inmates.
Senior Grant Walker noted, “Visiting the juvenile center is our
way of showing Christ to them and telling them there is a God
who jealously wants a relationship with each and every one.”
Daniel Rose, a senior from Ocho Rios, Jamaica adds, “I always
look forward to our retreat because of the visit to the detention
center. I have a great time hanging out with the inmates, but more
importantly, we have an opportunity to share the Gospel. We
know they are hurting and being able to reach out and let them
know God loves them is a tremendous blessing. I am proud to be
part of a team that has a heart for God.”
Classmate Ryan Reep shared, “The Lord was clearly working
in the hearts of several inmates as they had challenging questions to ask us. I look forward to seeing how God works in their
lives and for further opportunities for our team this season!”

2008-09 Men’s Basketball
Nov. 7
Nov. 11
Nov. 14
Nov. 15
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 25
Nov. 29
Dec. 2
Dec. 4
Dec. 6
Dec. 16
Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Dec. 29
Dec. 30
Jan. 3
Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 13
Jan. 17
Jan. 20
Jan. 24
Jan. 29
Jan. 31
Feb. 3
Feb. 7
Feb. 14
Feb. 20
Feb. 21

at Miami-Middletown
OHIO CHRISTIAN
vs. Ozarks
vs. Madonna
31st Annual CEDARVILLE Classic
Taylor vs. Urbana
Cedarville vs. Covenant
31st Annual CEDARVILLE Classic
Consolation Game
Championship Game
at Shawnee State
LAKE SUPERIOR STATE
at Rio Grande
WILBERFORCE
WITTENBERG
at Trevecca Nazarene
at Tennessee Temple
at Bryan
vs. Windsor (Ont.)
vs. Algoma (Ont.)
RIO GRANDE*
OHIO DOMINICAN*
WALSH*#
at Mount Vernon Nazarene*
at Malone*
at Northwestern Ohio*
DAEMEN*#
MOUNT VERNON NAZARENE
SHAWNEE STATE* (Alumni Weekend)
at Wilberforce*
at Notre Dame OH*#
POINT PARK* (Li’l Sibs Weekend)
at Houghton*
at Roberts Wesleyan*#

Middletown, OH
Cedarville
Portsmouth, OH
Portsmouth, OH
Cedarville

7:30 pm
7:30 pm
6 pm
1 pm
6 pm
8 pm

Cedarville
Portsmouth, OH
Cedarville
Rio Grande, OH
Cedarville
Cedarville
Nashville, TN
Chattanooga, TN
Dayton, TN
South Euclid, OH
South Euclid, OH
Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville
Mount Vernon, OH
Canton, OH
Lima, OH
Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville
Wilberforce, OH
South Euclid, OH
Cedarville
Houghton, NY
Rochester, NY

5 pm
7 pm
8 pm
3 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7 pm
7:30 pm
4 pm
5 pm
5 pm
4 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm
4 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm
4 pm

2008-09 Women’s Basketball
Nov. 14
Nov. 15
Nov. 18
Nov. 25
Dec. 2
Dec. 4
Dec. 6
Dec. 13
Dec. 16
Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Jan. 3
Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 13
Jan. 17
Jan. 20
Jan. 24
Jan. 29
Jan. 31
Feb. 3
Feb. 7
Feb. 13
Feb. 14
Feb. 17
Feb. 20
Feb. 21

CEDARVILLE CLASSIC
Indiana Tech vs. Malone
Cedarville vs. Point Park
CEDARVILLE CLASSIC
Indiana Tech vs. Point Park
Cedarville vs. Malone#
TAYLOR
at Shawnee State
at Central State
at Urbana
WILBERFORCE
URBANA#
at Madonna
vs. Saint Francis IL
vs. Brewton-Parker
RIO GRANDE*#
OHIO DOMINICAN*
WALSH*
at Mount Vernon Nazarene*
at Malone*
at Northwestern Ohio*
DAEMEN*
MOUNT VERNON NAZARENE
SHAWNEE STATE*#
at Wilberforce*
at Notre Dame OH*
CARLOW*
POINT PARK*#
at Ursuline*
at Houghton*
at Roberts Wesleyan*

Cedarville
5:30 pm
7:30 pm
Cedarville
Cedarville
Portsmouth, OH
Wilberforce, OH
Urbana, OH
Cedarville
Cedarville
Livonia, MI
Lake Wales, FL
Lake Wales, FL
Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville
Mount Vernon, OH
Canton, OH
Lima, OH
Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville
Wilberforce, OH
South Euclid, OH
Cedarville
Cedarville
Pepper Pike, OH
Houghton, NY
Rochester, NY

12 pm
2 pm
7 pm
6 pm
7 pm
7 pm
5:30 pm
2 pm
5:30 pm
8 pm
4 pm
2 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
6 pm
2 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
7 pm
6 pm
2 pm

HOME GAMES IN BOLD CAPS
All Starting Times Local
* American Mideast Conference Games
# Games broadcast live on the CDR Radio Network
All games carried live on CDR CyberRadio (www.thepath.fm) and
on TEAMLINE (1-800-846-4700 code 4531)
Ticket Information (937) 766-7768
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Cunningham a Key to Yellow Jacket Soccer Success
Family, injury teach valuable lessons
to CU’s Jason Cunningham
by Ryan Mosher, Sports Information Student Assistant

J

ason Cunningham once asked his mom
for a box of his own cereal for his birthday.
The red-shirt junior defender on the
Cedarville University men’s soccer team
grew up in the village of Cedarville with four
older brothers and was usually last in line for
everything.
“I just didn’t want to have to share my
cereal with everyone,” Jason says of his
unusual request.
Growing up with four older brothers meant there was never a
shortage of sporting events. Jason was no exception.
Cunningham participated in basketball, track, and tennis while at
Cedarville High School. CHS didn’t offer soccer so Jason had to
play recreational soccer. His favorite sport was basketball, but he
was best at soccer; it was also the sport all of his friends played.
“I loved playing a bunch of sports, and God allowed me success in them,” he said.
Jason’s parents, Jeff and Mary Ellen Cunningham, have been
to their fair share of sporting events.
“My parents have always been there at my games, home or
away,” Cunningham said. “They went to all my brothers’ games
too. It’s very unique among the teammates I’ve had through the
years; it’s something that I will always appreciate.”
When Jason’s mom was diagnosed with cancer, they didn’t let
the surgeries and chemo treatments get in the way of Mrs.
Cunningham watching her son play.
“During home soccer games, my friend and I would bring a
recliner out to the field so my mom could sit and watch us play.
After we scored we would all go over and give her a hug. It was
one thing I could do to encourage her.”
Jason added football to his sport repertoire his senior year in
high school.
“My best friend agreed to play basketball if I agreed to play
football,” Cunningham said.
He excelled at football, so much so that he was named to the
All-Ohio Division VI First Team and was heavily recruited to play
at nearby Wittenberg University in Springfield.
“I was pretty set on going to Wittenberg and playing football,
but then God just changed my mind. I went to Cedarville.”
Jason played in 20 games his freshman season at CU and
started one in helping the Jackets to one of the program’s most
successful seasons in history. He started 13 games his sophomore season while the Jackets finished as the NCCAA runnerup. However, unbeknownst to him, this would be Jason’s last
playing experience for over a year.
In the spring of Jason’s sophomore year he tore his labrum and
his rotator cuff, causing him to miss the next soccer season. It
was his first ever experience of sitting and watching his team play
without him.
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“I definitely wanted to be out there; but I knew I couldn’t change
how we were doing, you just feel helpless on the sideline,” he
said.
Cunningham watched the Jackets struggle to a 7-9-3 overall
record. He said his perspective changed during his injury, “I
played for the attention soccer gave me, but then God took the
sport away from me, and I realized I couldn’t find my identity in my
success or accomplishments.”
Cunningham has used last season’s injury to his benefit, “I
think it made me a smarter player, because I had to watch soccer,
rather then just playing soccer. I’m thankful to be back.”
Jason was named a team captain prior to the start of this season.
“It’s just like any other role on the team; you have to do your
best to fulfill that role. Our team is very unselfish; we have a great
team atmosphere,” Cunningham said. “Even if I didn’t play I would
still love being part of the team, the camaraderie of the guys is
awesome.
“I’m excited for the rest of the season,” Cunningham said. “This
is one of the best teams I’ve ever been involved with. We play in
a tough conference in the AMC, but our team is good enough to
be playing for something at the end of the season.”
And about that box of cereal Jason asked for, “I got Waffle
Crisp, it was my favorite.”
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Check out:
www.yellowjackets.cedarville.edu
for all of the latest Cedarville University
athletic news

Honors, Achievements & Updates
Dr. Shawn Taylor recognized
as 2008 Alumna of the Year

F

ormer Cedarville athlete Dr. Shawn
Taylor was honored at the 2008
Homecoming Weekend as the Alumna
of the Year.
Taylor graduated from Cedarville College in
1980 where she was a two-year member of
the volleyball and basketball teams and was
a three-year women’s tennis performer. She
graduated from the Medical College of Ohio
in 1985 with several awards for leadership
and academic excellence. Taylor then com- Dr. Shawn Taylor
pleted her Pediatric residency and chief residency at the University of Kentucky Medical Center in Lexington,
KY. Since completion of her Chief Residency in 1989, Dr. Taylor
has been in general pediatric practice in Lexington. After 16
years, Dr. Taylor felt God’s calling to begin her own general pediatric practice - A Caring Touch Pediatrics - with the added flavor
of international adoptions. In addition to general pediatric medical
care to all patients, Dr. Taylor has an interest and desire to provide medical care for international adoptees and their families, an
area that she has worked in for over 10 years. Along with her private practice, Dr. Taylor is presently the Director of the
International Adoption Clinic at the University of Kentucky
Children's Hospital. She is a member of the American Academy
of Pediatrics and is board certified with the American Board of
Pediatrics.
Shawn is married to Les Karenbauer and the couple have four
children; Tori, Mark, Christine and John. The family is active in
their local church as well as the children’s school and sports programs.
Cedarville University Alumnus (Alumna) of the Year candidates
must have held a baccalaureate degree from Cedarville for at
least ten years, demonstrate significant and outstanding contribution to his or her profession and/or vocation, exhibit concern for
the development of Cedarville University, show evidence of
Christ-centered thinking and lifestyle, and be dedicated to developing the mind of Christ in others.

Sarah Zeltman becomes first Lady
Jacket volleyball performer to sign
professional contract
Sarah Zeltman, Cedarville’s all-time
kills leader with 2,851 and a 2008 CU
grad, recently signed a contract to play
professional volleyball in Innsbruck,
Austria.
Beginning on August 15, Sarah and
22 others participated in an open tryout
in Maribor, Slovenia. The highly-competitive event was for European coaches to view prospective players before a
draft was held. Once drafted, a player
returns immediately with the coach to
the home country for another tryout.
Based on that tryout, the player may be
offered a contract to stay with the team. Eventually 21 of the 23
players received offers to play in various teams in Austria,
Croatia, Germany and Slovenia. Sarah was drafted and signed to
play for VC Tirol in Innsbruck. She is one of three Americans that
were drafted at the tryout and signed by VC Tirol.
VC Tirol began playing pre-season tournaments in early
September. The team is competing in the Austrian League along
with nine other teams with the regular season running from
October through March. The year-end tournaments will last
through the month of April.
Sarah is excited about this wonderful opportunity that God has
provided and she is anxious to see how He will use her in this
new chapter of life.

Sarah Zeltman (#13 in the middle) and her VC Tirol professional volleyball team from Innsbruck, Austria.

On Saturday, October 4, the Lady Jacket volleyball team hosted a trimatch with Shawnee State University and Walsh University. Several
members of the seventh/eighth grade volleyball team from Ferguson
Middle School in Beavercreek, Ohio were the special guests of the
Lady Jackets. The girls provided help shagging volleyballs during
warm-ups before the match with Shawnee State.
(Left) In between matches the Lady Jackets spent some time with
their guests and posed for a special photo in the Varsity Room.
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CU Shares Baseball and the
The Cedarville University baseball squad spent
their recent Fall Break on a missions trip to the
Dominican Republic. Under the directon of
second-year coach Mike Manes,
the team left on Wednesday,
Oct. 15 and returned to the US
on Monday, October 20,
2008. Sophomore
Kyler Ludlow kept a
daily log of the trip
and a few excerpts
are shared on these
pages. Photos are courtesy of Rill Thompson - CU
assistant baseball coach who made the trip with the
Yellow Jackets.

Cedarville baseball team at the Pittsburgh Pirates Academy.

Our departure day started very early - we left campus at 3 AM
and finally landed in the Dominican Republic at 12:50 PM. Our
accomodations are amazing! A three bedroom villa with bathrooms, kitchen, dining room, sun room, hot tub plus TV’s in most
every room! We spent our first day getting organized and then
went to a Winter Ball game to see the Toros play. We are all just
thankful that God blessed us with a safe journey and are praying
we will have an awesome stay in the DR.
The morning of day two came very early! We took off for our
game against the Houston Astros Dominican Academy. After the
game, one of our senior captains, Micah Wilson, shared his testimony with the players. Marco, who works with local missionaries
Gary and Allison Hale and ministers weekly at the baseball academies, then shared a Gospel message.
In the afternoon, we played another game. There were a ton of
neighborhood children hanging out near our dugout during the
entire game. Afterwards, Jordan Shumaker and Nate Davenport
both shared their testimonies before Marco spoke again. It was a
great way to end the day!

Young Dominican boys listen intently to the instructions
at one of the baseball clinics.

Marco shares the Gospel with the Anaheim Angels
after a game with the Yellow Jackets.

Senior Jordan Shumaker visits with local children
before one of the CU games.
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Teaching baseball skills at the Saturday clinic.
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Gospel in the Dominican Republic

Senior Brady Workman works with outfielders at the clinic.

Sharing with the boys at the Saturday clinic.

On our third day, we drove to the Anaheim Angels Academy and
took batting practice for the first time in a while. The interesting
thing about the field was a herd of goats roaming back and forth
across the outfield while our guys caught fly balls. Coach Manes
shared his testimony with the Angels and then Marco spoke. It
was amazing to see one of the coaches accept Christ!
Day four was the best day of the entire trip! We played just one
game but had a clinic in the morning for the neighborhood children. The morning camp had kids from about 8 to 15 years old.
We worked with them in small groups and even with the language
barrier, most of them caught on very quickly to what we were
teaching them. The talent and ability of these kids to play baseball is incredible!
Our fifth day started off with attending the local church service
and we had a great time of fellowship, singing and worship - even
though it was all in Spanish! After church, we ate quickly and got
ready to play the church’s baseball team. This was probably the
best game of the trip as we knew many of the players including
our friend, Marco. There was a large crowd gathered to watch the
game and it was noisy and loud. It was pretty funny because the
fans were cheering for both teams to win!
We spent the evening at a church service and then had a perfect dinner to round out our final day in the DR. It was also sad to
say goodbye to Marco.
Before we left on day six to head back to Ohio, there was a little more time for shopping and many of the guys did some bartering for great deals!
To sum up our trip, it was one of the best experiences of my life.
We are all grateful for the opportunity God gave us to minister in
the Dominican. There are many of us considering going back
sometime in the near future to help make a difference in the lives
of the Dominican people. Many helped make our trip possible and
we thank all of them! The local missionaries were wonderful to
work with and we learned much from them. And we will miss our
friend Marco but hope to see him again someday!

Coach Manes speaks to a group of players about
staying in school and playing baseball.

Dominicans get hitting instructions from junior Brandon Young.

STING

Cedarville’s Juan Martinez with a young Martinez from
San Pedro, Dominican Republic.
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STINGSPOTLIGHT
Lady Jacket cross country runner Nicole Santos is one of five seniors on
Cedarville University’s nationally-ranked women’s cross country squad.
Santos is a two-time NAIA All-American and helped CU to a national
runner-up finish at last year’s NAIA Championship. She is also a member
of the Lady Jacket track & field team.
She shares about her family, what brought her to Cedarville, some of
the lessons she’s learned and some special moments as a CU cross
country runner.

Tell us about your family.
My dad is a self employed building contractor. My mom is a
homemaker and she homeschooled my brother and I. My only
brother is a college freshman at Northern Maine Community
College in Presque Isle, ME, majoring in Plumbing and Heating.
My parents raised us in Central Maine in a little town called
Parkman. We always did family activities together growing up
such as hunting, day trips in the summer to the Maine coast,
vacations to various parts of the country and lots of extended
family get-togethers with both sides of the family for birthdays and
holidays. And, of course, sports were a big part of both my brother’s and my lives and our parents supported us at every
game/meet they could get to.

How did you decide to attend Cedarville?
My mom is the one who first started looking at Cedarville. As you
may have already gathered, I’m very close with my family and
immediately ruled out Cedarville, because it was too far away!
But I was looking for a strong, solid Christian education with a
good nursing program and Cedarville fit the bill! I didn’t actually
decide to come until after I visited, but I was so impressed with
the campus, the Godly atmosphere and the nursing department
that I was at peace about coming here even though it was farther
away than I originally wanted.

How would you summarize your athletic career at CU
up to this point?
In a couple words, my athletic career has been “unusual and
blessed.” I say this because I didn’t even come here with the
intention to run on a varsity track team, much less start a whole
new sport (cross country)! I only ran the 800 meter and 1600
meter in track in high school and played field hockey in the fall
(hence the reason I didn’t run cross). So the journey that has happened since then, to bring me from a mediocre middle distance
runner to the discovery that I’m really much better at long distance and my love for cross country, is truly a testimony of God’s
directing in my life and confirmation that Cedarville is where I was
meant to be for these 4 instrumental years.

What have been some of your favorite cross country
memories?
I have way too many wonderful memories of cross country to pick
favorites, because I absolutely love training, racing and traveling
with my team and Coach and Mrs. Coach King. It has been these
people that have made this experience so incredibly fun and
rewarding for me.
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Nicole Santos

What lessons has God taught you
during your time at Cedarville?
The Lord has taught me so many things
while I’ve been here at Cedarville, but the
best way to summarize it would be that
spending time with God first and people second is the best way for me to grow spiritually and have a godly influence
on those I’m in contact with. I
have been very challenged
about making time for God
daily, not only in His Word, but
actually talking to Him and
bringing everything before
Him. Also, taking advantage
of all the Godly council and
wisdom of the friends, coaches, and church family that
God has placed in my path
are so important! Another
atmosphere like the one surrounding CU would be hard to
find, so I’m trying to soak it all
in as I mature in my faith so I
can be more effective for Christ as I head into ‘real life’.

Who or what at Cedarville has made the most impact
on your spiritual life?
Well, I already mentioned friends, coaches and church members
from my church in Xenia (Dayton Avenue Baptist), so God has
used people in all stages of their spiritual life to challenge my spiritual growth in everyday life. It’s hard to specify, but the biggest
impact has probably come from the time I’ve spent on both the
cross country team and the track team. Our cross team meets for
a Bible study/ministry project every week. Our chaplain, Joy
Fagan, meets with us once a week too, providing discussion
prompts and challenges for us that link our running season with
our lives. God has used the ladies on my team to stimulate my
growth and thoughts to focus more on Christ, as we’ve grown
closer and been able to open up about our struggles and the
lessons we’ve already learned. I honestly can’t imagine being on
a team that has people that I enjoy more and who have been
such positive influences!

What are your plans after graduation?
I am definitely looking forward to my career as a nurse, I’m just
not sure where yet! I have had the desire since freshman year to
see some more of the country before I pick a permanent residence, so that is what I’m looking into. Traveling nursing is a possibility in a year or so, but I am first looking into getting some solid
experience. I know my family back home in Maine would love to
have me return there, as would I, eventually, but I just don’t know
what the Lord has planned for me right now. Currently, I’m trying
to keep as many options open as possible as I wait for God to
lead me down whatever path He chooses is best!

STING

